@ongress of the United States
MWashington, BA 20515

September 27, 2021

The Honorable Martha Williams
Principal Deputy Director,

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington DC 20240

Dear Principal Deputy Director Williams:

We write to you today in response to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS)
announcement that they have completed the initial review of two petitions filed to list gray
wolves in the western United States under the Endangered Species Act—and that USFWS will
be initiating a 12-month comprehensive status review of the gray wolf.

State-run and private conservation efforts have been shown to be more than adequate in
managing gray wolves at sustainable levels since de-listing and gray wolf populations in the
areas designated by these petitions—such as Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming—have far exceeded
the federal management objectives of 150 wolves and 15 breeding pairs per state!. There are
currently an estimated 3,000 gray wolves in the Rocky Mountain states: 1,556 in Idaho?, 1,117 in
Montana®, and 327 in Wyoming*. Each of these states have far exceeded their population goals.

On October 29, 2020, USFWS released a statement that “the gray wolf population in the lower
48 states is more than 6,000 wolves, greatly exceeding the combined recovery goals for the
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Northern Rocky Mountains and Western Great Lakes populations™. It seems strange that in
under a year, the situation could change enough to warrant this comprehensive status review.

Furthermore, many of the organizations that have submitted these petitions have long been
known for frivolous litigation and radical environmental activism. Petitions introduced by these
organizations are rarely introduced in good faith with a goal of sound wildlife management, but
rather to further an extreme political agenda at the behest of environmentalist ideologues.

We hope that in the upcoming status review, USFWS will follow all the relevant science, not just
the concerns of serial litigants who would like to see the gray wolf permanently listed under the
Endangered Species Act—regardless of the massive strides we have made in the restoration and
management of the gray wolf population in the western United States.

We look forward to working with you on this important issue for the West.

Sincerely,
w ‘ m ( Vﬁﬂ : : ~ zo M
Matt Rosendale, Sr. Doug LaMalfa h
Member of Congress Member of Congress
'
Tom McClintock Tom Tiffany d/
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Cliff Bentz Pete Stauber
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
S Buclc

Ken Buck
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